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producers. Last year, we got a settle-
ment out of them. They are going to
give us a 3-year grace. We gave them a
one-time $300 million penalty, and they
won’t challenge it again until 2018.

Now, Mexican trucks—personally in-
volved in this one—they don’t have
meaningful driver’s licenses; they don’t
have hours of service standards; they
don’t have drug testing; they don’t
have alcohol testing, et cetera, et
cetera, et cetera, so we didn’t want
them ranging around the United States
of America. We passed a bill almost
unanimously in the House to prevent
that.

Mexico went to one of these secret
tribunals; they won. The Obama ad-
ministration caved under threats of
billions of dollars of punitive tariffs
against the U.S. to allow those Mexi-
can trucks free and permanent access
to the highways of the United States of
America.

You are right, we can’t. You are
right, Mr. President—no, you are not
right, Mr. President; actually, you are
wrong on that one.

One last one, dolphin-safe tuna—now,
we just wanted to say the Mexicans go
out and slaughter dolphins to catch
tuna. They cast the nets over the dol-
phins who swim on top of the tuna.
There are some people who thought:
well, hey, it would be good marketing
for StarKist and others if we had dol-
phin-safe tuna, where people don’t
slaughter dolphins to get the tuna.

Well, Mexico won a trade dispute say-
ing: no, you can’t do that, that is trade
restricted; you can pay us not to
slaughter dolphins, or we can slaughter
dolphins, and you can’t label those
cans as dolphin-safe tuna.

Yeah, the President is sort of, kind of
technically right. They can’t force us
to repeal our laws. They can just
blackmail us to repeal our laws in se-
cret tribunals.

Now, the ones I mentioned are under
a state-to-state resolution. The TPP
that this trade promotion authority fa-
cilitates allows corporations special
standing to go to a special private se-
cret tribunal, only available to cor-
porations, to challenge our laws.

Just think of the mischief in the fu-
ture. One will certainly be pharma-
ceuticals. Most certainly, they will
challenge the requirement that we ne-
gotiate lower drug prices for our vet-
erans and people on Medicaid, and they
will win.

The President is right; we won’t have
to repeal the subsidies for those drugs
or the reduced price. We can just pay
the pharmaceutical industry tens of
billions of dollars to keep providing af-
fordable drugs to veterans and seniors.

This is a great day for America.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Mem-
bers are reminded to refrain from en-

gaging in personalities toward the
President.
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WIMBERLEY, TEXAS, IS MAKING A
COMEBACK

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair recognizes the gentleman from
Texas (Mr. WILLIAMS) for 5 minutes.

Mr. WILLIAMS. Mr. Speaker, up
until several weeks ago, my State of
Texas experienced a drought so severe
that water levels were reduced to his-
toric lows while conservation efforts
were set to all-time highs. Lakes and
reservoirs were bone dry. Wildfires
were a constant threat.

In a cruel twist of fate, Texas is now
recovering from the worst flooding in
recent memory. Rivers overflowed, and
dams burst.

In Wimberley, Texas, a town about 40
miles southwest of the Texas capital,
water rushed over the banks of the
Blanco River with enough force to rip
houses off their foundations and carry
cars like they were toys. Loved ones
were lost. Belongings and memories
were washed away.

The last month has been marked by
death, destruction, and disbelief. I have
met with first responders, toured flood
damage, and spoke to the National
Guard and regional FEMA officers
about response and recovery oper-
ations. My office established a response
center in town to help with the recov-
ery process.

Although we are still in a period of
mourning, the strong Texas spirit of
resolve has proven more powerful than
Mother Nature’s fury. Just this week, a
nearby newspaper ran the headline,
“Hard hit by flood, Wimberley assures
tourists: We’re open for business.” I
personally might add ‘“‘wide open for
business.”’

Mr. Speaker, this is the Texas way; it
is what we do. Today, just a few weeks
since the rains eased and the flood-
waters subsided, Wimberley is making
a comeback. Nearly all of the busi-
nesses in downtown Wimberley have re-
opened.

Cathy Moreman, the executive direc-
tor of the Wimberley Valley Chamber
of Commerce, told my office they have
had offers of help from around the
country. Locals and visitors alike have
come in and out and offered much in
help from rescue to cleanup efforts.
She said the outpouring of support has
been astounding.

Mr. Speaker, this is what I mean
when I cite the Texas spirit of resolve.
We have and will continue to take care
of each other, look out for our neigh-
bors, and together push forward.

I assure you, we will rebound from
this tragedy quickly and fully.

May God bless the residents of
Wimberley, and may God bless all of
Texas.

In God we trust.

——
KING KAMEHAMEHA
The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair recognizes the gentlewoman from
Hawaii (Ms. GABBARD) for 5 minutes.

Ms. GABBARD. Mr. Speaker, today,
in my home State of Hawaii, we are
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celebrating King Kamehameha Day to
honor the legacy of King Kamehameha
I, who established the Kingdom of Ha-
waii in 1810.

King Kamehameha knew that for a
nation to be vibrant, its citizens must
feel safe and secure. He proclaimed the
Kanawai Mamalahoe, the Law of the
Splintered Paddle, as the law of the
land. This law, still enshrined in the
Hawaii State Constitution today, pro-
tects the unalienable rights of all men
and women to be safe and secure in
their home.

Kamehameha also knew that, to en-
sure the health, safety, and welfare of
his people, it was imperative to create
economic opportunities. He invested
resources to maintain viable fish ponds
and taro patches, protect freshwater
streams, fertile soils, and forestlands;
he built schools and trained an entire
new generation of leaders.

As we observe Kamehameha Day, it
is a true day of aloha for the people of
Hawaii. Those who are visiting the
Capitol this week may have seen the
many fragrant and beautiful flower leis
draped on the statue of King Kameha-
meha in Emancipation Hall.

All this week, in Hawaii, across the
State, there will be further lei-draping
ceremonies taking place to pay homage
to the legacy of Hawaii’s first King.

As legislators, we are called upon to
embody the servant leadership and the
humility of leaders like King Kameha-
meha 1.

—————

IRS RESPONSE LETTER

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair recognizes the gentlewoman from
Tennessee (Mrs. BLACKBURN) for 5 min-
utes.

Mrs. BLACKBURN. Mr. Speaker, I
rise to discuss the IRS response letter
that was sent to me and 51 of my col-
leagues asking for an investigation of
the Clinton Foundation’s tax-exempt
status.

Now, the IRS responded to us with a
letter. It is dated May 21. What we re-
ceived back, Mr. Speaker, from the IRS
was simply a form letter. It was ad-
dressed, ‘‘Dear Sir or Madam,” not
even my name. The director of the Ex-
empt Organizations Examinations
didn’t even take the time to sign the
letter.

What we have is this: the IRS has so
little respect for Members of Congress
who are asking a question, who are
seeking clarity on behalf of their con-
stituents, that they respond to a con-
gressional inquiry with a letter that is
a form letter, not even signed. Well,
you can imagine that we were a little
bit surprised by this.

I think it is important to talk about
why we were asking for clarity on the
Clinton Foundation and their tax-ex-
empt status. We all have 501(c)(3) not-
for-profit organizations that do great
work in our communities. Many of
these organizations had come to us—
their Member of Congress—and said:
What do you know about how the Clin-
ton Foundation works? What about
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these foreign donations that are com-
ing into the Clinton Foundation?

We were continuing to look at this
because when you g0 to
charitynavigator.org, which many of
our colleagues or our constituents
would do, and you pull up, you enter in
the search engine ‘‘the Bill, Hillary,
and Chelsea Clinton Foundation,” what
comes up is this:

We don’t evaluate Bill, Hillary, and Chel-
sea Clinton Foundation. Why not? We have
determined that this charity’s atypical busi-
ness model cannot be accurately captured in
our current rating methodology.

How interesting is that; how very in-
teresting. The American people are
wanting to know how this charity
keeps a not-for-profit status and how
they conduct business. It is appropriate
that we write the IRS and ask for clar-
ity on this situation, doing it on behalf
of our constituents who are seeking an-
swers to questions.

Now, I have to tell you, we know that
there is no shortage of pens in the ex-
ecutive branch of this government. The
President has said he has got a pen and
a phone and he will work around Con-
gress if he needs to. We understand
that.

We know they have pens over at the
IRS. We know that they have just cho-
sen to dismiss what we have asked for,
which is clarity. We have a divided
government; we have a system of
checks and balances, and we do expect
to have a response from the IRS that
addresses the structure of this organi-
zation.

Mr. Speaker, we are going to con-
tinue to follow this issue. We have
found it quite amusing that this is how
they would choose to address the in-
quiry and that this is the attitude that
they are taking.

DEPARTMENT OF THE TREASURY, IN-
TERNAL REVENUE SERVICE, TAX
EXEMPT AND GOVERNMENT ENTI-
TIES DIVISION,

May 21, 2015.
Hon. MARSHA BLACKBURN,
House of Representatives.

DEAR SIR OR MADAM: Thank you for the in-
formation you submitted regarding The Bill,
Hillary and Chelsea Clinton Foundation. The
Internal Revenue Service has an ongoing ex-
amination program to ensure that exempt
organizations comply with the applicable
provisions of the Internal Revenue Code. The
information you submitted will be consid-
ered in this program.

Internal Revenue Code section 6103 pro-
tects the privacy of tax returns and tax re-
turn information of all taxpayers. Therefore,
we cannot disclose the status of any inves-
tigation. If, at a later date, you have addi-
tional information that you believe is rel-
evant to this matter, please attach a copy of
this letter to the information and send it to
the address shown above.

We appreciate your concern in bringing
this matter to our attention. If you have ad-
ditional questions, please call Customer Ac-
count Services.

Sincerely,
MARGARET VON LIENEN,
Director, Exempt Organizations:
Examinations.
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CONGRESS MUST SUPPORT
PROBLEM-SOLVERS OF TOMORROW

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair recognizes the gentlewoman from
Oregon (Ms. BoNAMICI) for 5 minutes.

Ms. BONAMICI. Mr. Speaker, re-
cently, I visited Warrenton High
School in a small coastal community
in my district in beautiful northwest
Oregon.

I met with students who were work-
ing on an underwater robotics team.
These talented students are running
simulation experiments in a pool in
preparation for the Marine Advanced
Technology Education competition.

This year, students were asked to
maneuver their underwater robots to
retrieve items like algae and sea ur-
chins from the ocean floor. This hands-
on learning fosters collaboration and
creativity in students and helps them
see the connections between what is in
their textbook and how it translates to
practical work that can make a dif-
ference for our planet.

Perhaps more importantly, this kind
of activity builds problem-solving
skills and shows students that trial and
error is a natural part of growth and
discovery and learning.

After visiting the underwater robot-
ics team, I joined students at their
school’s fish hatchery, where they raise
salmon for release into local water-
ways. This program provides opportu-
nities for students to develop skills in
biology, water chemistry, engineering,
and natural resources management and
contributes to our ability to sustain an
economically and culturally important
fishery; importantly, it also gives them
valuable skills and leadership in man-
agement.

In the United States, we face a grow-
ing shortage of innovative workers,
people who are prepared to tackle the
challenges of the future. This is an es-
pecially serious problem because we
absolutely must grapple with one of
the greatest environmental threats
this Nation has faced, climate change.

Today, too many students, particu-
larly young women and minorities,
lack access and opportunities to en-
gage in this hands-on kind of STEM
learning occurring at Warrenton High
School. Here in Congress, we must be
doing more to foster and support stu-
dents who have become the problem-
solvers of tomorrow. Doing so makes
economic sense and environmental
sense.

We need smart, passionate students
to help understand environmental chal-
lenges and changes, to develop the
technology to address our growing im-
pact on our planet, and to find more
sustainable practices.

Oregon is home to some excellent re-
search universities. The University of
Oregon, Oregon State University, and
Oregon Health & Science University
are all working on a wide range of re-
search and development programs to
help combat and adapt to climate
change.

These universities are conducting the
basic science we need to understand
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and anticipate changes and trends, as
well as the applied science to help use
existing information to develop prac-
tical tools and technologies to meet
the challenges presented by climate
change.

They model changes caused by sea
level rise; they help shellfish hatch-
eries adapt to ocean acidification, or
they develop new types of biofuel. This
is exciting, important research; and we
need smart, passionate young people to
take up this mantle.

J 1030

June is National Oceans Month. This
month, we recognize the value of our
oceans, lakes, and coastline, and we re-
commit to protecting these bodies of
water.

I would also like to recommit to de-
veloping and investing in technologies
to help stop and begin to repair the
damage we have done to our oceans,
our coasts, and our ecosystems. Im-
proved and innovative technology de-
velopment in areas such as renewable
energy and water conservation have
the power to make a real difference for
our planet and for current and future
generations, but we can’t do it without
people like smart, skilled students who
will become the workers in the work-
force of tomorrow.

Those students in Warrenton, Or-
egon, and others like them are our fu-
ture leaders and problem-solvers. Let’s
help do all we can to make sure that
they have the tools and the resources
they need today as students and tomor-
row as scientists, engineers, and
innovators who can meet the complex
challenges ahead and turn them into
productive opportunities that will bet-
ter their communities, their States,
our country, and the world.

——————

HIPAA CHANGES IN THE HELPING
FAMILIES IN MENTAL HEALTH
CRISIS ACT

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair recognizes the gentleman from
Pennsylvania (Mr. MURPHY) for 5 min-
utes.

Mr. MURPHY of Pennsylvania. Mr.
Speaker, as part of my 3-year inves-
tigation into the Nation’s mental
health system, I have been meeting
with families and caregivers of those
with mental illness. Their number one
concern is the HIPAA privacy rule.
Since its inception in 2002, the rule has
generated nearly 70,000 complaints.

Families are locked out from helping
in treatment by Federal regulations
that don’t understand the complexity
of treating a serious mental illness in
someone who has other medical prob-
lems, like diabetes or lung disease or
skin problems or other illnesses that
require treatment. When you have
those with the diminished capacity to
follow through on their own care,
should we just let them languish and
suffer? Should we let their mental ill-
ness and poor medical care become
what some consider to be a slow-mo-
tion suicide?
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